
BY SARAH CHANG

AN E-MAIL has been circulat-
ing in Singapore recently, warn-
ing recipients of an apparent
handbag theft in a washroom of
an OG department store.

The e-mail outlines the expe-
rience of a woman whose hand-
bag was stolen while she was in
a cubicle. She had hung her
handbag on the hook at the
back of the cubicle door but
someone reached over the door
to grab it.

The story goes on to say that
the woman received a call a few
days later from the store manag-
er, informing her that her hand-
bag had been found.

However, when she arrived
at the store, she found out from
staff members that no one had
called her.

Upon returning home, she
found that her house had been
broken into – suggesting that
whoever stole her bag and the
house keys within created the

ruse, so as to enter her home un-
obstructed.

The story does not end with
any request for money, as many
online scams typically do. It
merely requests readers to
e-mail it to “all your contacts so
word gets around”.

The e-mail, which began
making its rounds here last
month, has also been copied
and posted onto a number of on-
line forums and blogs.

One recipient, Mr Tony Tan,
46, a hypnotherapist, said that
he sensed that the story was a
hoax immediately.

But it serves as a reminder to
the public to be vigilant, espe-
cially when personal items, such
as house keys, go missing.

“We have to raise awareness
that such things can happen.
And, if they do, victims should
change their locks quickly,” he
said.

Netizen Rondy, who upload-
ed the story onto an online fo-
rum, said: “(I’m) not sure how

true (the story) is, but it’s better
to be cautious, anyway.”

An OG spokesman told my
paper that queries have been
raised recently by concerned
shoppers, but the alleged inci-
dent did not happen at any of
the three branches of the depart-
ment store here.

my paper undestands that no
police reports have been made.

Older reports posted on on-
line forums overseas suggest
that the urban legend is based
on a real incident in Britain.

Sources say that those be-
hind the OG hoax story have
simply replaced the name of a
London-based department store
called John Lewis with OG.

The real incident is said to
have taken place in November
2008.

Housewife L. H. Yong, 54,
who shops at OG outlets regular-
ly, was relieved to learn the
truth behind the e-mail.

She said: “Knowing that it’s
fake gives me greater assurance
the next time I visit OG.

“But major department
stores should change their toi-
let-door hooks to make it diffi-
cult for thieves to prey on vic-
tims.”

schang@sph.com.sg

E-mail about bold theft
at mall’s toilet a hoax

BY LOW MINMIN

I
T WAS the best birthday
present Madam Tan Bee Ge-
ok could receive, even if it ar-

rived a day late.

Madam Tan, who turned 39
on Monday, became the mother
of a bouncing baby boy yester-
day. Baby Augustine was born
just seconds after midnight at
Mount Alvernia Hospital.

A check with hospitals here
showed that he was also the first
baby boy to be born on National
Day.

His father, Mr Toh Ho Beng,
41, told my paper in the hospi-
tal’s maternity ward: “Our son
chose National Day to be born
and, now, we don’t have to ap-
ply for leave from work every
year to celebrate his birthday,
because it will be a public
holiday.”

Augustine was born after his
mother spent four hours in la-
bour, and he weighed 3.38kg.

The couple, who met at
work, got married last month af-
ter a four-year courtship. They
own a stall selling nasi lemak at
a food centre in Yishun. They
used to run the stall together,
but have since left most of the
daily operations to hired hands.

The couple, who are both di-
vorcees, live with their fathers

in a one-room rental flat in
Teck Whye. Madam Tan’s three
other sons from her previous
marriage also live with them.
Augustine is her first child with
Mr Toh.

They hope to own a bigger
flat of their own soon but, for
now, their focus is on their
newborn baby.

“I am just happy that the ba-
by is healthy,” said Madam Tan.

The first baby girl born on
National Day was Naila Irdina.
She was delivered at midnight
at Raffles Hospital, weighing

3.82kg, after her mother spent
23 hours in labour.

Her father, Mr Ahmad Mah-
mood, 28, is an engineer, while
her mother, Madam Nur Irdina,
27, is a teacher.

Naila is their first child and
the couple hope to have three or
four children eventually.

The couple met at a tuition
centre eight years ago and got
married in June last year.

Mr Ahmad said: “Naila is a
blessed child because not only is
she born in August, which is the
Muslim fasting month of Ram-

adan, but (her birth) also falls
on a historic day – National
Day.”

lowmin@sph.com.sg

MUMMY’S GIFT: Madam Tan Bee Geok and Mr Toh Ho Beng
with their baby boy, Augustine. (PHOTO: LOW MINMIN)

National Day’s first boy and girl

POLICE have arrested a
29-year-old man who is
believed to have been
involved in at least two cases
of theft at Resorts World
Sentosa.

In a statement, the police
said reports were lodged
late last month about thefts
from guest lockers at the
integrated resort.

In all, $100 in cash, a
camera and personal
documents were reported
stolen by victims.

Officers conducted
intensive inquiries and
managed to obtain closed-
circuit TV footage of the
suspect, who is a permanent
resident here.

He was arrested at about
9am on Monday in Ang Mo
Kio Avenue 3 after several
ambushes were mounted,
said the statement.

If convicted of theft, the
suspect faces a maximum jail
term of three years, or a fine,
or both.

SHAUN TAN

Suspected
locker thief
arrested

NS REGISTRATION HELD
FROM TODAY TILL AUG 31
NATIONAL-SERVICE registration
for male Singapore citizens and
permanent residents born
between March 7, 1994, and
May 28, 1994 (both dates
inclusive), will be conducted
from today until Aug 31.

Registrants may register
online at www.ns.sg or person-
ally at the Central Manpower
Base Podium at 3 Depot Road.

PROJECT TO KEEP PIONEER
SAFE AND CLEAN LAUNCHED

PIONEER constituency launched
the Partnering for a Safe and
Clean Pioneer project at Jurong
Point yesterday to encourage
individuals to play a more active
role in keeping their estate safe
and clean.

Every household will be
given a pledge card which can
be exchanged for a souvenir
upon completion.

NEA UNVEILS SMS ALERT
SERVICE ON HEAVY RAIN

MEMBERS of the public can
subscribe to a new Heavy Rain
Warning SMS alert service,
said the National Environment
Agency (NEA).

Subscribers will receive
SMS alerts when heavy rain is
expected over any of the five
sectors across Singapore. The
lead time for the warnings will
be about 15 to 45 minutes. To
obtain the free service, go to
www.pub.gov.sg/managingflashf
loods/wls/Pages/Subscriptionto
SMSAlerts.aspx

FIRST KID: Naila Irdina with
Mr Ahmad Mahmood and wife.
(PHOTO: LIANHE WANBAO)
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