
Baby Damien was due on Jan 3, but
all signs pointed to an early arrival.

That’s why the Foongs were at
Mount Alvernia’s delivery ward as
the new year beckoned.

Mr Donovan Foong, 40, and his
wife Zou Ling, 30, a housewife,
have an older child, three-year-old
Rachel. “We were relaxed because
we already knew what to do,” said
Mr Foong, an IT manager.

When signs pointed to Dami-
en’s early arrival, the couple hoped
he would hold off his entry into the
world till the new year. This, said
Mr Foong, would hopefully give
Damien a headstart in the school
cohort.

That Damien was born on the
dot at midnight was, he said, a
“pleasant surprise”.

When his sister asked about the

time of Damien’s birth so she could
buy 4-D lottery tickets, he told her
that knowing the number would
do her no good – because tickets
with four zeros are not available.

The Foongs said they might con-
sider having another child.

“But we probably won’t be able
to make Nov 11,” said Mr Foong, re-
ferring to the other hot date of the
year, 11/11.

At one point, Madam Elly Khairya-
ni Lubis wanted to “strangle” her
husband. He had convinced her
not to take the epidural injection,
which eases labour pains.

But with encouragement from
her husband, 30-year-old IT special-
ist Juhaidi Khairani Jumadi, and
her mother, she managed to con-
quer the pain she had felt.

Then, at the stroke of midnight,

she delivered her first-born, Harris
Asyrani – meaning “my protector,
my pride” in Arabic – without the
injection, in Thomson Medical
Centre’s labour suite.

The couple, who got married
last March, plan to enrol Harris in
infantcare in two months, the earli-
est possible time to do so.

Infantcare, a half- or full-day pro-
gramme for younger children, of-

fers basic care for the child; infant-
care centres also provide early child-
hood education, train motor skills
and teach letters and numbers.

“We want him to be able to
adapt, be more independent... no
pampering for him,” said Madam
Elly, 30, who took a sabbatical from
her print production job.

But grandma was already look-
ing on dotingly at her grandson.

The couple had a date to keep. But
so did their unborn child, who
“wanted” to be a New Year’s Day ba-
by, at the stroke of midnight.

And so, marketing manager Yeo
Chuen Sern, 32, and civil servant
Christine Koh Ching Yee, 31,
scrubbed their planned movie date
with their five-year-old daughter.

It all started after Madam Koh’s

scheduled visit to her gynaecologist
the morning before. She found out
that her son, not due for two weeks
at least, was en route. By 6pm, she
was in Gleneagles Hospital.

Since her new baby was her sec-
ond child, she was “relaxed” about
it. “We weren’t trying for a Jan 1 ba-
by, or even watching the clock.”

Still, the labour ward staff’s ex-

citement as midnight drew near
made it clear that it would be close.

And it was. While fireworks lit
up Marina Bay, an event they saw
on TV, she delivered her baby, yet
to be named.

Asked about their hopes for the
child, Madam Koh said: “As long as
he is healthy and happy, that’s the
only important thing to us.”

Financial consultant Alvin Lim and
his wife Lynn Kwek, an office man-
ager, had been psyching their first-
born even before he was born.

Jan 1, 2011, they “told” their
then-unborn child, whom they
named Lucius, was a great time to
come into the world.

Lucius – Latin for “light” – was
clearly paying attention, because

that was when he made his appear-
ance, right on schedule at mid-
night.

In the run-up to the birth, Mad-
am Kwek, 26, started pushing only
12 minutes before his arrival at
Mount Alvernia Hospital.

“I remember reading that it took
20, 30 minutes at least, to push a ba-
by out,” said 36-year-old Mr Lim.

His only regret about the special
event: not taking his notebook
computer along to the hospital.

He had wanted to upload the pic-
tures he took onto social network-
ing site Facebook, to share the joy
with family and friends.

“I take my notebook with me
everywhere, every day. Except that
day, and it had to happen,” he said.

Chua Hian Hou

If anybody asks for his identity card
(IC) this year, Mr Manish Oswal
will proudly whip out his spanking
new pink IC.

Mr Oswal, 30, and 350 other
new citizens received their certifi-
cates of citizenship and pink ICs
just two weeks ago at a ceremony
for new citizens held at the Su-
preme Court, the last one for 2010.

“I love everything about Singa-
pore,” said Mr Oswal, who came
here in 1999 to study electrical engi-
neering at the National University
of Singapore.

He has stayed on. Six years ago,
he secured permanent residency
here and had since deliberated

hard about taking the final step to
becoming a Singaporean.

It was, after all, a “big, difficult
decision” since it meant giving up
his Indian citizenship.

But last November, he decided
to take the plunge and apply for citi-
zenship here.

His adopted home, he said, of-
fers a “very safe, clean environ-
ment for my family, and a good ed-
ucation system for children”.

Mr Oswal, who lives with his
wife in a four-room Housing Board
apartment in Choa Chu Kang, does
not have children yet. The couple
want to start a family.

His wife, who is also Indian, is
still a Singapore permanent resi-
dent, but is planning to apply for
citizenship this year.

Another reason to cast in his lot
with Singapore is career prospects,
said Mr Oswal, a research and de-
sign engineer with digital storage gi-
ant Seagate.

Many top international electron-
ics companies, he said, have set up
R&D laboratories here that offer
challenging and well-paid jobs to
those with the right skills.

Having waxed lyrical about Sin-
gapore’s positive points, he was
stumped when asked to identify
the Republic’s shortcomings.

It is not that he is deaf to many
Singaporeans’ grouses – from the in-
exorably rising housing prices to
perceived overcrowding.

“I have lived in India and in In-
donesia, so I know what Singapore
offers its people. A lot of people

complain, but maybe it is because
they have not seen other countries
outside Singapore,” said Mr Oswal,
who goes back to India every year
to visit his parents and siblings.

“That’s very important, being
able to stay in touch with my fami-
ly,” he said, adding that Singa-
pore’s good transport links to his
country of birth helped him make
up his mind.

Mr Oswal’s vision is to strike out
on his own, develop a product and
sell it worldwide.

“The laws here are strict, espe-
cially with regard to intellectual
property protection, so it is a good
place to make something and com-
mercialise it.”

Newly wed, new school,
new life >>Page 8

It is said from a new seed, a new beginning.
For the people on this page and the next,
the new year marks a fresh start and a new
life – literally so, for some.

Four bundles of joy were delivered at the
stroke of midnight, in three hospitals,
swiftly followed by a half-dozen more

within minutes of the new year. The
bumper crop of newborns – some expected,
others coming ahead of schedule – kept
their parents and labour ward staff busy
through the wee hours of the morning.
Chua Hian Hou talks to some of the proud
parents of 2011’s first babies.
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Engineer Manish Oswal, 30, showing off his new pink IC. With him is his wife,
accounts executive Bela Oswal, 29. They both come from India.
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Drawing a blank with 4-D First-born won’t be pampered

NEW CITIZEN

‘I love everything about Singapore’

Welcome disruption to movie date And then there was light
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